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| PSALM en 


His Righteouſneſs endureth for = 


OVEN on 


HIS Excellent Pſalm is introduc'd with 
a Prefatory Halleluiahb, or Exhortation 
to Praiſe God, tho', as to the Subſtance 


— ol it, it is, in a manner, wholly taken 
up in ſetting forth the Praiſe of Men, from 
whence I cannot but obſerve to you, before I pro- 
coeed any farther, that whatever Praiſes and En- 
comiums we beſtow on the beſt of Men, what- 
ever Actions they have perform'd, for the Ad- 
vancement of Religion, or Benefit of Mankind, 
for the ſake of which we are induc'd to ſtile them 
Good and Vertuous, Great and Honorable, or by 
any other Names of Dignity or Diſtinction; yet 
the Glory of all muſt be aſcrib'd to God, as 
the Primary and Original Cauſe, who endu'd 
them with Grace and Power to perform ſuch 


Aions. 


© There is indeed a vaſt and amazing Difference 


between one Man and another, both as to the 
| Capacity and Inclination of doing good. As bad 
as the World has been, there have not been want 
ing ſome in all Ages, who have diſcover d in the 


whole Conduct of their Lives, ſuch a tranſcen- 


dent Greatneſs and Nobleneſs of Soul, ſuch an 
unaffected Complacency in Acts of Kindneſs and 


B | Bene- 


2 Of the Relative Engagement 
Beneficence, ſuch an honeſt and friendly Zeal for 
the Happineſs of others, ſuch a generous Concern 
for the common Welfare, and ſuch an unwearied 
Application in promoting it; as if they were born 
for others more than for themſelves, as if they 
were deſign'd by Heaven, as public Bleſſings, to 
be the Joy and Delight of Mankind, and to con- 
vince us what a Paradiſe this Earth might be, if 
every Man, like them, would lay aſide all Selfiſh- 
neſs and Narrownelſs of Spirit, and all, in their 
reſpective Stations, would confpire in procuring 
| prong Good, and eſtabliſhing univerſal Peace and 


EE LE EC Os |» - 
But on the other hand it is too ſad, and too evi: 
dent a Truth, that, tho' all Men agree in ac 
knowledging the Beauty and Excellence of ſuch 
| a Character , | and the happy Effects that would 
follow from ſuch a joint Concurrence in promot- 
ing ſo noble a Deſign; yet the greateſt part of 
Mankind are too intent on their private Views, 
and the purſuit of their feparate Intereſts, to con- 
tribute in any good Degree to ſo great and general 
Some are diſcourag'd from any ſuch attempt, 
becauſe they think it would be in vain, for that 
the great Majority would ſtill be for ſeeking their 
own, in Preference to the common Good; whom 
therefore they cannot think it reaſonable to let 
into the benefits of their Diſintereſtednefs and Ge- 
neroſity, ſince they will not act upon the Square 7 
with *em, ſince they are ſo tenacious, uno: 
municative, and aovuſ£oAcs as not to help toward 
it in, any Proportion, — xg ts 


Some 
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But then there are others ſo habitually deprav'd, 
ſo totally immer d and buried in Self- love, ſo 
wedded to their own Advantage, 3805 
and ſo devoid of any kind Re- peſerunt enim vitæ fo. 
: gards P for any one beſides * ſuch cietatem. quia nihil conte x! 
runt in eam ſtudii, nihil ope- 


1 * Renegados and a" Cic. 


that is ſociable an 


between Anceſary and Poſterity. 3 


: Some again appear very active and zealous for 


a time, in encouraging Works of a public Nature, 
ſo long as they find their own Account in them, 
and can advance their particular Intereſts in Con- 
junction with a more general Good. But when 
that ceaſes to be the Caſe, the Zeal ſoon abates, 
the bold and undertaking Spirit begins to flag and 
tire, and the glorious Schemes are let fall to the 


oſtates from all 


greateſt Bleſſings, or averting the greateſt Miſ- 


chiefs, reſcuing a periſhing Soul from Miſery, or 
ſaving a whole Community from Ruine. 
Il confeſs there are very few in whom all ſparks 
of Humanity and good Nature are ſo utterly ex- 
tinguiſh'd: And perhaps che Inſtances of N 


8 2 


| | i Tx, nihil Facultatum. 
humane; that de Off. lt. c. 9 
ehey cannot ferm one generous s 
Thought, nor conceive any notion of ſuch a 
Pleaſure, as conſiſts merely in beholding or pro- 
curing the Happineſs of others, in which them- 
ſelves are to have no real Share. And therefore 
i they will not be inducd by any Conſiderations 
to forego the ſmalleſt Advantage to themſelves, 
they will hardly beſtow the leaſt Care or Forecaſt, 
much leſs any Labor, Hazard, or Expence, tho to 
the furtherance of the moſt uſeful and beneficial 
Ends, ſuch as the eſtabliſhing God's Worſhip, the 
cultivating Piety and good Manners, obtaining the 
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4 
ſo thoroughly obdurate, may be as rare, as thoſe 
of a conſummate Vertue and diſintereſted Love to 
% ¼mꝛ˙•mñAmyßß Re Re 
But however, Examples of both forts there are, 
or at leaſt of ſuch as very nearly approach both 


e the Relative Engagement 


this and that extreme. 


And ſo far as they do ſo, the one deſerves our 


higheſt Cenſure, the other our juſteſt Praiſe, E- 
ſteem and Veneration. re 


The Holy Pfalmiſt indeed in the Concluſion of 


the Pſalm now before us, tells us of a more per- 


verſe and inveterate Sort of Men than any I have 
been deſcribing, who not contented to do no 

good themſelves, would envy and repine at them 

khat did: who, with an evil Eye and Heart would 
grieve when they beheld the bleſſedneſs of the Re- 


cCeivers, and the greater bleſſedneſs of the Givers. 


Bur he tells us withal, that they ſhould envy and 


repine and grieve in vain: that they, and their ma- 


licious Deſigns ſhould be blaſted and conſum'd,, 
_ whilſt the righteous, charitable Man, in whoſe. 
CTCommendations he had been enlarging , ſhould 

flouriſh and proſper in his Undertakings, ſhould 
: purſe a laſting Benefit to others, and a laſting. 


Nlemory to himlelf: that his righteouſneſs ſhould 


7 8 . 
For a Man's Righteouſneſs or Charity (which 


in the language of AC e ſignify the 


ſame thing) may be ſaid to endure for ever, both 
with regard to himſelf, and to thoſe toward whom 

it is extended. And the Expreſſion may mean, 
either that a Man of this Character is never faint 
or weary in doing well, he has no ſooner accom- 


pliſh'd one good Work, but he is ready to under- 
5 % œ œ õœœñl!l d 
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8 between Anceſtry and P ofterity. 5 


take another, he is never diſcourag'd, never thinks. 
he has done enough, but perſiſts in his pious: 
Intentions and Endeavors thro' the whole Courſe 
45 Of his Life. Or (which is yet more noble) he 
does not content himſelf with doing temporary 
and tranſient Acts of Charity, with exerciſing a 
ſhort- liv d Bounty, with freeing ſome lamentable 
Object from a preſent Neceſſity, and himſelf from 
pireſent Importunity: But that his Works of Mer- 
1 . are durable and permanent, that he conſults 
the 


future Happineſs of Mankind, that he ſtudies 


to perpetuate his Favors, and to lay ſuch Obliga- 
tions on the World, as Ages to come may reap- 
JJ MH 


Or elſe the Perpetuity here expreſs'd may refer 
to that laſting Honour and Renown that will 
adorn the Name and Memory of him that de- 


ms. 10 ſuch charitable Deeds, as ſucceeding 


encrations ſhall admire, and remote Poſterity 


 ___ ſhall bleſs him for. To the ſame effect with what: 
lad been ſaid in the 614 Verſe, The righteous ſhall. 
be in everiaſiing remembrance. . 
here is no one of theſe Meanings, but, by a 
fair and unforc'd: Conſtruction, may be applied to 
this Paſſage. They are all founded on Reaſon 
and Experience, they are all agreeable to Scrip- 
ture, and not only deliver'd there in other equi- 


valent Expreſſions, but theſe very words are ap- 
parently us'd in ſuch different Senſes. 


Poor in the 3d. verſe of the Pſalm before this, 
it is ſaid of God himſelf, that his righteouſneſs 
endureth for ever; importing that his Goodneſs is 

boundleſs and unlimited, extending to all Perſons, 


to all Ages and Generations. Whereas in the 
VVV 1 34. verſe 
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Of the Relative Engagement | 


zd. verſe of this P/alm, where the ſame is affirm'd 


of the charitable Man, the Connexion of the place 


| determines one rather to underſtand it of the Re- 


ward and good Effects of his Charity, than of the 


largeneſs or extent of it, and as containing more 


of a Promiſe 1 Wealth and Riches 
Hall be in his houſe, and . 
——___c___ 
But in this verſe of my Text, where it is again 
repeated, as alſo where this verſe is cited by St. 


| 2 Cor. 9. 


Paul, one cannot well appropriate it to one Senſe 
in Preference to another. 8 Th 


There is nothing in the main Scope and De- 
ſign of the P/alm, that determines the Caſe ei- 
ther way, where there are frequent Tranſitions 
from the Character of a good Man, and particu- 
lar Inſtances of his Charity, to the Reward and 
Bleſſedneſs that will attend him for it. And as 
little can we conclude from the Context. For the 
| Words are plac'd in the middle of the verſe, and 
if we join 'em with the former Clauſe, they are 
A2 dContinuation of the Character, He hath diſpersd 
abroad, he hath given to the poor, his righteouſneſs 
: endureth for ever. 1. e. He 1s not only liberal in re- 
lieving thoſe who are now diſtreſs'd, but, with a 
more diffuſive Love, provides a remedy for ſuch as 


may be ſo hereafter. 


r if we connect it with the latter Clauſe; tis 


then a repeated Promiſe, that he and his good 
Works ſhould be honorably mention'd, that no 


length of time ſhould aboliſh the remembrance of 
them, that they ſhould not only aſcend for a Me- 


morial before God; but remain a ſtanding Memo. 
rial among Men, and excite the Generations that 


is righteouſneſs endureth 
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between Anceſtry and Poſterity. 


are yet unborn to praiſe and celebrate their Bene- 
factor. His righteouſneſs endureth for ever, his 
Horn ſhall be exalted with honour. 85 
As there is this Latitude of Interpretation, I 
ſhall hope for Excuſe, if I ſuppoſe my Text to 
ſpeak both theſe Meanings, and to teach us, that 
the charitable Perſon is both a Doer of laſting : 
| Good, and that he is entitl'd to laſting Honour. 
Theſe are ſo far from being inconſiſtent with each 
other, that the one 1s. almoſt a necellary” Conſe» | 
3 quent of the other. 1 5 


5 To TEN Purpoſe I mall at t preſent treat of tie 
Kelative Engagement between Anceſtry and PO: 
ſterity, and ſhow what the one is capable of do- 
ing, and how far oblig d to do it for the other: 
that the former may, and is, in many Caſes, bound 
to provide for the future Happineſs of the latter: 
whoſe Duty it is, in return, to expreſs a juſt gra- 
titude for ſuch Proviſion, by honouring the Me- 
mories, extolling the good Actions, and rightly _ 
employing the Advantages procur'd for them, by 
the Care and Bounty of their Anceſtors. 


iN, 


* 


7 


By Anceſtors, I do not barely mean our __ 


genitors or Fore-fathers in the ſame Race or Line, 
thoſe from whom we derive our Genealogy and 
Extraction: but our Predeceſſors in general, thoſe 
who have liv'd before us, and appear'd. on the 
Stage of the World, where 'tis now our Turn to- 
act our Parts, and where our Poſterity, (which I 
| likewiſe underſtand: of our Succeflors at large) | 
are hereafter to act theirs. In 
Nou the providence of God has ſo arder'd it; 
that thoſe who live in the moſt diſtant Ages, 
may. 
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Of the Relative E ngagement 


may hold a ſort of Intercourſe with one another, 
and perform interchangeable good Offices. 


Firſt then, I ſhall repreſent to you what may 


be done by the Generation now, or at any time, in 
Being, for the Benefit of thoſe that ſhall oome 
after them, and what Duty is incumbent on them, 
as conſider d under that Relation. 
Iis indeed owing to this Principle, next to the 
Divine Care and Protection, that the World is 
capable of being well, and orderly adminiſter d, 
which would be nothing elſe but a continud Scene 
of Diſorder and Confuſion, if the Seeds of future 
diſcord were not timely remov'd: If every Age were 
to lock no farther than its ſelf, and ſhould not pro- 
vide (as far as human foreſight can extend) for 
the ſtability of Government, and that without 
which no Government can be ſtable, for the ſe- 
curity of Religion, the inculcating good Princi- 
ples, and training up Youth under ſuch Diſcipline 
as may afterwards make em good Men, good 
Chriſtians, and good Subjects; the Preſervation 
of public Tranquillity and private Property, for 
limiting betimes the Exorbitance of a juſtly ſuſpe- 
__ «ted Greatneſs; and checking the Growth of that 
dangerous Power, which there is any Reaſon to 
apprehend may afterwards break out into 'Tyran- 
ny or Oppreſſion, on the one hand, or on the o- 
ther, into Libertinage, Tumult or Rebellion, and 
the utter Subverſion of all Peace and Order. 
I, his is the Care which the preſent Generation 
may and ought to take for thoſe that are to ſuc- 
ceed, becaule tis what they are not capable of do- 
ing for themſelves, for before that time, the Evil 


may be too inveterate, and the Miſchief ſpread 


too 
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— een Anceftry and Poſterity. * 


too far to admit of a Remedy, and conſequently 
there is the ſame Reaſon for it, that there is for 
defending an abſent Perſon when he is rudely ca- 
lumniated and defam'd, for vindicating the Honor 
of the Dead, who cannot ſpeak for themſelves, 
when it ſuffers by injurious Aſperſions, or ftand- 
ing up for the Right and Intereſt of an Infant, or 
any other helpleſs Perſon, who is unable to aſſert 
his own righteous CauſG. 
Theſe are Offices of common Hueniry.: and 
1 ſay there is the ſame Reaſon for our Endeavors 
to prevent any Invaſion or Infringment of the 
Rights of thoſe who are yet unborn: to take Care 
it may be well with them, when we are gone, and 
that they may have their Portion on the Earth, : 
mine ad ours, to* enth.. 
FT. hopeful and promiſing Seeds of by Sera arbores 4 1. ' 
Wealth and Peace and Happineſs in Seis. ö 
our Days, which in theirs may arr : 
rive at Maturity and Perfection: And not to imi- 
tate the unnatural and improvident wy 
Conduct of 4 ſome we read of, who de frufum vero pleriqu 
0 for preſent Gain and Greedineſs, conſectantur, nec provident 
forced their Vines to bear beyond fu'uro, tempori ; fed, quaſi 
EY plane in diem vivant; ita im. 
: their Strength, and left nothing to perant vitibus, & eas ita mul- 
their Poſterity, but dead Trunks, tis palwitibus onerant, ut po. 
and an exhauſted Soil: not to skin over mel. * 8 
a Sore in our own Times, which in 
theirs may prove fatal and incurable, nor deceitfully 
cover up thoſe Embers, which may then break out 
into dangerous and deſtructive Flames: not to 
cry with that Inhumane of Old, Let there beJoy 
and Pleaſure and Plenty, while I live: But 'Eug 
Je when I muſt 7 let the World pore = 
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with me. But to look upon our ſelves as act- 
ing in Truſt for thoſe that are to come, to 
ſecure to em all juſt and reaſonable Immunities, 
and avert, as far as we are able, the poſhble] Dan- 
gers they may be expos'd to. 
It were unjuſt not to exemplify this Argument 
by a domeſtic Inſtance, at this important ſuncture, 
when by the indefatigable Care and Wiſdom and 
Unanimity of the Supreme Authority, ſo happy 
a Foundation is laid for the future Peace and 
Quiet of this Kingdom, by cutting off the Occaſions 


.- of Jealouſy and Diſſenſion and the Tragical Ef- 


fects of em, between us and a neighbouring Na- 
tion, making us one People, uniting us in the ſame: | 
Intereſts and Affections, and under the ſame com- 
mon Denomination, ſecuring to us the unvaluable 
 Blefling of a Proteſtant Succeſſor conforming to 
the belt and pureſt. of Churches. And we have 
Reaſon and Encouragement to hope, that what- 
eser elfe may yet be thought wanting, to perpe- 
tuate any of the Bleſſings we Cat ic will be the 5 


ſubject of their farther Care. 


In the mean time we may fairly 1 1 
after the late Tranſactions abroad and at home, 
Poſterity will not think this Age indebted to it, 
tho ſome Part of the Burden of an expenſive War, 
undertaken chiefly for their fakes, ſhould devolve ” 
upon 'em, which will be thought an inconſidera- 
ble Price to pay for the ſecurity of their Religion, 
| Peace and Liberty, and whatever elſe they account 
dear and precious: they will not, I ſay, think much 


to pay part of the Price when the entire Purchaſe 
is. tranſmitted to em. 
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But to return to my Argument. Another piece 
of Service that may be done for thoſe of After- 
TR times, is, providing for the comfortable Subſiſtence 
= of thoſe that may hereafter want it, by public and 
3 laſting Works of Charity. 
== But why, ſome may ſay, muſt ſuch a Proviſion 
be made for them that are ro come? Is not every 
Age ſufficient to take Care of ſuch Objects of 
Compaſſion, as its ſelf produces? What are their 
Wants to us, whom we are never like to know, 
and conſequently cannot be concern d for? Or 
how can one pity, any more then he can love, an 
unſeen and unknown Object? 
But this is juſt the Leagange of a chord and 
uncharitable Nabal, ſhall I give to men whom II Sam. 25 
1 Leno not whence they be? As if our Love could '" 
= not be more extenſive than our Knowledge, or as 
i our Chriſtian Charity requir'd no more of us, 
than barely the ſeeking of our own. Why ſhould 
tat large and generous Principle be bounded any 
more by diſtance of Time, than it is by that of 
Space? We can love our Friends tho never ſo 
remote: and that was juſtly tax'd by one of old, 
as the ma * 1 of Proverbs, 1 
which affirmd they were no longer +. r 
our Friends when ag at a . ; 2 2 cu el. 
ſtance. As we are Men, there is 5 92% Athen, Pelpnoſ 
nothing that has, or does, or can 
relate to human Kind; but way. affect us with 
ſome Concern. 5 
But it may be FOE urgd. We h not 
what will happen on the Earth, when we have left | 
itz we cannot foreſee what ſort of Generation _— 
will ariſe next, much leſs how they will ſtand af. | 


5 feed ö 


** 


12 
| feted many Ages hence. We cannot be ſure but 
that our good Deſigns may be perverted, our pi- 
ous Meaning ridicul'd, and our Charity miſem- 
ploy'd, by being either engroſs d by unworthy, or 
1nvaded by facrilegious Hande. 
Bgut neither muſt this Pretence hinder us from 
forming good Deſigns for the Benefit of Poſterity. 
If this Excuſe would ſerve, there would be the 
ſame Reaſon for never doing any Good at all, 
not even to thoſe of our own Age. For no Man 
can be ſure, when he does an intended Kindneſs, 
that it will have the deſir'd Effect, that the Recei- 
ver will be grateful, or that he will employ his 
RE Charity to the Uſes for which it was given. nn 
ſuch Caſes Men can but act according to human 
Probability, and muſt leave the Event to Provi- 


Of the Relative Engagement 


- 


Il Would not be thought, by any thing I have 
__ ſaid of the Fitneſs, the Reaſonableneſs, and, in 
ſome Cafes, the neceſſity of doing Good to Po- 
ſterity; in any wile to detract from the free and 
unconſtrain'd Liberality of our pious Founder, 
whom we are now aſſembled to commemorate, as 
if the Advantages we enjoy'd by his unparalleld _ 
 Munificence, were a Debt rather than a Gift. 
Far be it from me to inſinuate a Reflection fo 
injurious and ungrateful. Charity in general is 
indeed a Debt. The Great and Rich are God's 
Stewards on Earth, and are entruſted by him with 
the Diſpenſation of thoſe Talents they are pof- 
fels'd of, But as to the particular Objects on 
whom their Charity is exercis d, to them 'tis a 
matter of meer Grace and Favor, and they are 
bound to bleſs the hand that Adminiſters, as well 
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berween Anceſtry and Poſterity. 


2s the Divine Goodneſs that both enabled and en- 
clin'd to their Benefactors to be the Inſtruments 
of their Good. : 
Lis certainly in the choice and diſcretion of 
the Poſſeſſors of Riches, to beſtow their Alms 
where, on what Objects, in what manner, and in 
what Meaſure they think fit; provided their Libe- 
rality, in the main, bear ſome proportion to their 
Subſtance; and be directed to the Glory of God, 
and as much to the Benefit of Mankind, as can 
Morally be preſum'd. 5 


And I may be allo w d to fay, without ſuſpici. 5 


on of Flattery or Partiality, that no one ever ob- 
ſerv'd theſe Rules, more exactly, more Religi- 
ouſly than the good King Henry in the ſettle- 
ment of his Charity His Deſign in founding two 
ſuch large Societies, and endowing them with a. 
competent Maintenance for ever, for the ſueceſ. 
ſive Members of which they ſhould be compos d. 
Was truly Great and Princely, worthy a Royal 
Soul, and more than proportionate even to Regal 
Wealth and Grandeur: ſcarce imitable by any 
| Subje&t, and only to be undertaken by a King. 
And we might well have imagin'd too, if all Hi- : 
ſtory had fail'd us, if no Chronicle had recorded 
the Tumults and Diſorders, the Miſeries and Ca- 
lamities, the frequent Turns and Revolutions with 
which the Reign of this excellent and godly Prince 
was diſquieted and embroil'd, the loſs of whole 
Provinces abroad, his diſtracted Affairs at home, 
the unſufferable Trials and Vexations with which 
his meek and enduring Temper was conſtantly e- 
_ercis'd, in his Court, in his Camp, in his Coun- 
cel, and not a little! in his Family: by what ſtrange 


and: 
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and ſudden Reverſes of Providence, he was ſome- 
times in Priſon, and ſometimes on the Throne; 


tif, I ſay, the Hiſtory of that unhappy Reign had en- 


tirely periſh'd, and we were only to have judg' d 


of the Greatneſs of our Founder, from that of 
bis Foundations; we ſhould certainly have con- 
dcluded, that no other than a fortunate, flouriſning, 


and unmoleſted King, univerſally acknowledg d and 
cheerfully obey'd by all his Subjects, eaſie in his 
Government, abounding in Wealth, unclog'd with 
War, and undiſturb'd with Faction; could have 
leiſure to form ſo noble, ſo deliberate, ſo well con- 
ſider'd a Deſign, or Ability to accompliſh it. 


But ſince we are inform'd by Authentic unde- 25 


niable Hiſtory, that the caſe was far otherwiſe; 
how does it enhance our Obligation to him, that 
his peaceful Soul could not be diverted by fo much 


Di.i.iſtraction, ſuch preſſing Occaſions and irreſiſti- 
ble Neceſlity, from purſuing his gracious Purpoſe; 


but that he ſhould till perſiſt, with an unſhaken =» 

Reſolution, to build our Walls, as the Halcyon 
is aid to build her Neſt, in the midſt of Storms 

and Tempeſts! _ 


He was acted in 3 as in every thing . 


elſe, by a hearty and ſincere Zeal for promoting 


_ God's Glory and eſtabliſhing his Worſhip, which 


was ſtronger than all his Diſcouragements from 


perſevering in, or Temptations to intermit what 


he had ſo hopefully begun. No conſideration of 


his own Wants and Exigencies could induce him 


oy who ps did not ſo 3 withhold 


to recall, or otherwiſe apply any part of that Re- 


venue, which he had but tacitly promis d, and in- 


tentionally conſecrated to God's Service; tho' ſome 


their f 
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their Hands from what he had actually given, and 
ſolemnly dedicated to him. 

Such Diminutions of our Royal Founder's Cha- 
rity. had been ſomething more excuſable, if what 
has been taken from us, as well as that which we 

: 1" - _nl N had not been purely, and properly his 
= own. He endow'd us with nothing that was ſei- 
aud; under pretence of Forfeiture, or otherwiſe. 
extorted from any, by Arbitrary. and Lawleſs 
Force: For he reſoly'd, with good King David, 
not to make an Offering to the Lord his God of that ꝛ sam. 24. 
which coſt him nothing. Os. 
With what obliging Siu was his 8 
rity attended! and how muſt it endear his Memo- 
ry to us when we conſider, that he parted with _ 

1 ſo fair a Revenue, when he was living, and could 
„ have us d it himſelf, when he was young and vi- 

1 gorous, and might have imploy'd it in State and 
Magnificence, or (as too many other Princes have 
done) in Luxury and Riot, when he was frequent- 
Iy ſtraitned and diſtreſs'd, and ſometimes needed 
himſelf the aſſiſtance he his: provided for us; that 
our Foundations were laid by ſuch Innocent and 

KRighteous Hands, ſtain d with no Blood, nor fill'd 
with the Fruits of Violence and Oppreſſion: that 

this fair and beautiful Structure, (which was his 
firſt and peculiar Care) where we are now praiſing 

God, and commemorating our Royal Patron; was 

not erected on the Ruines of injur d Families, nor 
[3 does it ſtand here, to cover, ſhall I ſay? or pro- 
| claim rather, the gullty Greatneſs of its F ounder, 

E at once the Monument, and the intended Ex- . 
piation of late · repented Crimes! | * 

Jo. 
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Of the Relative Engagement 


No. He had no enormous Offences to attone 
for, no other miſcarriages but ſuch as were inci- 
dent to Human Frailty, and as few of thoſe (fo 
far as the watchfulleſt Eye could obſerve, and as 
they who were moſt privy to the ſecrets of his 

Soul have aver'd) as, not only any Prince, but 


BY bay Chriſtian was ever charg'd with. 


He contriv'd to make his Charity as ſerviceable 
to God's Glory, as uſeful, as comprehenſive, and 
as enduring as was poſlible, and therefore he did 
not confine it to his own Time, but fix' d it in ſuch 
wn „ a manner, that all ſucceeding Ages 
profuit, hoc ſemper mig r reap et Ce advantage or it. 
proderit Civitati, Cic. This Was | doing Good always, | 
that had been doing it HUT one. „ 


It was in ſome meaſure to imitate the Divine 
Goodneſs, to extend his Care fo far, and ſcatter 
his Bounty at ſo great a diſtance. It was, in the 
nobleſt and ſureſt ſenſe, doing Good to thoſe, from 
whom he could not hope to receive any thing a- 
gain. Nothing, I mean, but Praiſe and Thanks 
and a grateful acknowledgement of his Favors; 
for ſo much as this, *tis in the power of Poſteri- 
ty to render, and 'tis their Duty to render it to 
their Anceſtors, when they have deſerv'd it by 
their praiſe-worthy Deeds, as I come now in the 
Second Place to ſhew. There is no one ſure will 
make the leaſt Scruple, but that Gratitude to Be- 
nefactors, and Praiſe to them that have done well, 
whether they be living or dead, is as mucha Debt, 
and as indiſpenſably requir'd of us; as the Return 
of a Loan, the Diſcharge of a Contract, Perfor- 
mance of a Promife, Recompenſe for Service done, 
or the Acquital of an Innocent Perſon from an 


Accu- 


Accuſation not prov'dy or any other Inſtance of 
Commutative or Diſtributive Juſtice. 3) 
Nor does it therefore ceaſe to be a Debt, be- 
cauſe the Dead are inſenſible (if they are ſo) of 
the Honors that are paid to their Name and Me- 
mory. Tis what they expected, when living, 


berween Anceſtry and Poſterity. 17 


4 and what we obligd our ſelves to pay by a tacit 
Compact, when we accepted their Benefits, and 


as they went out of the World with a pleaſing 

Aſſurance of leaving a good Name behind em; 

tis both unjuſt to them, and diſcouraging to o- 
thers that are well-enclin'd, to defeat that Expe- 


J.... 
I) here is indeed no Inclination, next to that of 
preverming onr Being, which we find more deep- 
ly implanted in us, than that of preſerving our 

Memory: nor is there any Averſion ſo ſtrong, if 

We except the Dread of temporal, and the more 

amazing Horror of eternal Death, no Thought ſo 


unwelcome to us; as the Expectation of being 


| either ſoon for gottens when we are dead, or {c an- 
e 


There are few ſo hardy and regardleſs of the O— 
pinion of After- times concerning em, as not to 
be influenc'd by it, to ſome Degree, in the Con- 


duct of their Lives. And next to the Satisfaction 
of a good Conſcience, and the agreeable Reflection 


of being acquitted and juſtified in the ſight of 
God; the moſt deſirable thing one can with for, 
is, the Favor and Approbation, the Eſteem and 
Good Will of Men; to have one's Integrity ap- 
provd by the concurrent Teſtimony of all he has 

cConvers'd with, to be belov'd, enn and 
W areas D honor d 
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honor'd, when Dead; never to be mention'd but 
in Terms of v and Reſpet: never but 

good or worthy, of honor- 
able, brave or generous, or ſome ſuch Expreſſion 


with the Addition of 
that may denote the high Opinion we have of a 
5 ſingular Worth and peculiar Excellence. „ 


It has indeed been the affected Wiſh of ſome 
vain Pretenders to Philoſophy, and an immoderate 
Contempt of the World, that they might live and 
dye in it unheeded and unknown: that no Chro- 
nicle might record their Actions, no Regiſter their 
Names, that they might live to themſelves, and 
| paſs their Days in ſilent Contemplation, and Re- 
flection on their own Merit, which they deſir d 


might be conceal'd from 5 the Reſt of Mankind. 8 


But if theſe were their real Sentiments, how 
came we to be fo well acquainted with 'em, or to 


Know that ever there were ſuch Men , who 
thought and reaſon'd at this Rate? Who drew 


em from their beloy'd Obſcurity and ſhew'd em 


to the World? By what Chance did we hear of 

their wiſe-ſingularities, and ſententious Parado- 
xes ? Did not they themſelves deſignedly make 

em public, whilſt they artfully contriv'd to recom- 
mend themſelves to the World, by the Elegancy 

and Quaintneſs of thoſe very Sayings in Which 


they expreſs d their Contempt of it: 


* 


Tis plain then that the Love and Deſire of 


Praiſe is a Natural Paſſion, And tho', as in other 


Paſſions, the Exceſs of it is criminal: (eſpecially, 


when we are acted by that, and no other Motive, 


or 
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ing at it, when he tells us ſo. 


between Anceſtry and Pofterity. 


or when we love the Praiſe of Men more than the 
| Praiſe of God) yet there is a ſober and innocent 
Degree of it, that neither can be rooted out, nor 
| ought to be diſcourag d. And 'tis in vain for any 
| Man to pretend he does not value it, for we ſhall 
always be ready to conclude, he is even then aim- 


19 


. 


| The Heathen World, whoſe Notions of a fu 


The Founders of Kingdoms, the Inventors of 
Sciences, the Contrivers of Laws, Men famous 
for Arms or Arts, had all of em this Recompenſe 
in view. Even they who have recorded the re- 
markable Acts of others have had an eye to their 
own Renown too, and it was always the Poets 
Boaſt that they had immortaliz'd their Heros and 
oo BT LE. og 


And in Compliance with this Natural Inclina- 
tion of Mankind to be remembred after their De- 
ceaſe, and to have it ſaid that ſuch Perſons were 
once in Being, and after what Manner they Signa- 
liz d themſelves; there have been various Methods 
deviz d of perpetuating the Memory of W 
ee waa 4 Eats ap 


D 2 


ture State were very languid and obſcure, had lic- 
tle other Encouragement but the Proſpect of re- 
commending themſelves to their own and After- 
Ages, to animate and excite em to Vertuous Per- 
formances, or engage em either to ſubject them- 
ſelves to unneceſſary Hazards, or to relinquiſn 
: 3 Intereſt for the ſake of the Public 
!...... nr. 


Of the Relatroe Engagement 
able Men and Actions, ſuch as Statues and Coins, 
Pillars and Inſcriptions, &c. N 


And thus far, could they have ſtop'd here, their 
Teal was commendable enough: But when they 
proceeded yet farther to erect Altars and Temples 
too, and to pay Divine Honors to mortal Men, 
when I fay either Exceſs of Gratitude to ſuch as 
had been their real Deliverers, or (which is worſe) 


an officious Flattery toward Tyrants and Opprei- 


ſors, had tranſported 'em to that extravagant Pitch 
of Superſtition, when, with an undiſtinguiſhing 


Hand, they as well beſtow'd ſuch Marks and Te- : 


ſtimonies of their eſteem on a Nero or a Domiti- 


an, as on a Titus or a Trajan; this gives us a ſad 


and convincing Proof how liable the beſt things 
are to be corrupted, and how eaſily we are led on 
from an Opinion or Practice, which in its Origi- 


nal was innocent and well intended, either to an 


unwarrantable Degree of it, or to a wrong Ap- 
plication of it, and miſplacing it on . unworthy 


We may look even into the Chriſtian Church, 


and find Matter enough for this Complaint. The 
Memory of thoſe who ſuffer d Perſecution for the 
fake of Chriſt, and laid down their Lives in De- 


fence of the Goſpel; was always dear and preci- 


ous in the Eſteem of ſuch as were Profeflors of 
the ſame Faith. The Days of their ſeveral Mar- 
tyrdoms, under the Name of Birth Days were an- 
nually commemorated : ſolemn Returns of Thanks 

were made to God, who had adorn'd his Church 


with ſuch bright and illuſtrious. Patterns: The Aſ- 


ſiſtances 
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ſiſtances of his Grace were devoutly implor'd for 


all who were under the like Preſſures, or ſubject 


to the Same Temptations, that they might be en- 
abled to copy ſuch glorious Examples, and perſiſt 
in the Faith with equal Reſolution. 


| Thus modeſt and inoffenſive in the firſt Inſtitu- 
tion were the Feſtivals appointed, by Order of the 
Church, in Reſpect to the Memory of :departed 


Saints. But the ſcandalous Abuſes that have aroſe 


from this innocent Practice, and which ſtill pre- 
vail in the Romiſb Church, are too notorious to be 
deny d, and too groſs to be defended. 


Inſtead of that decent Regard that is due to- 
their Name and Memory, they worſhip and adore. 
em, and whom they ſhould only praiſe, they del- 

fy. They ſupplicate and invoke em with the ſame: 

5 Humble C 
nannd Devotion in which they addreſs themſelvesto 
ad himſelf. They conſecrate Altars to em, of- _ 

fer up the pretended Sacrifice of the Maſs to their 

Honor, and (which exceeds all Bounds) they pe- 

tition for Pardon of Sin, not only thro? their Inter- 
ceſſion, but thro' the Vertue of their Merits too. 


efture, in the ſame Terms of Reverence 


| Nay, they do not only confer ſuch undue and 
profane Honors, on ſuch as were really eminent in 
their Generation for true Piety, and a. conſtant- 
Perſeverance in the Faith; but (which highly ag- 
2 their Idolatrous Practices) they firſt maxe 
Saints of very bad Men, and then from ſuch Saints 
they make em Gods. They celebrate and cano- 
nize em for thoſe very Actions, which ought ra- 
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ther to 5 Epoſet em to Ignominy and Hatred, and 
vilely proſtitute the moſt diſtinguiſhing Reward, 
that can be given to ſhining Vertue, on this ſide 


Heaven, whilſt they croud ther Annals with fi- 


.ftitious Worthies, and ſtuff their Calendars with 
not ad 4 abulous and Lende, wag execrable 


8 San ts. 


Our Pious Nau foe Coins this» once ad 


ferm a Deſign of canonizing, tho even that had 


been unpardonable) would far better have grac'd 
their Calendar, than executed ws. Fear and bar- 


; barous Aſſaſſins. | 


ts be Members of a purer Church, which teaches 


q But, bleſſed be God we re the © Hippie | 


: us to pay that Veneration, and only that, to the 


ious, Memory of ſuch as have departed in the 
Faith, which 18 lawfully due to em, without en- 


trenching on the Divine Prerogative. We are 
taught to love and reverence, to praiſe and imi- 


2 their Vertues, one” not to deify | or idolize 


And tis müeh t to be defir'd, us Mon witld 


keep to ſuch a happy Mean, as neither profanely 


to turn that Reſpect into Religious Adoration; 
nor on the other hand treat em with an irreverent 


Scorn, or rude Neglect, CER” to aboliſh 
te Remembrance of their Vertues. 00 


For I cannot but obleeve to you, "chav a] is 
an Extreme on this fide too, to be avoided. There 


are ſome who will not ſee the Difference between 
t __ — Civil : 


between Anceſtry { 7 3 Meri). = = 


Civil Honor and Religious Worſhip, who fly ſo 


faſt from. Superſticion, that they know not where 


to ſtop, and think they can never get far enough 


from Popery, till they are quite broke looſe from 
all fort of Awe or Reverence, for Perſons, or 
Places, or Times, or Things Sacred, decrying all 


- this as Bigotry and Super ſtition. 


But as the Compilers of our excellent Liturgy 
have prudently, and with great Judgment remov'd 
whatſoever might give any juſt Cauſe of Offence 
in this Matter, ſince the Days appointed to be ob- 
ſerv'd in Memory of Holy Perſons departed are ſo 


very few, and thoſe we do commemorate of ſuch un- 
doubted Sanctity, none but the firſt and brighteſt 


Ornaments of the Chriſtian Faith; 'tis very ſtrange 


that ſuch a Practice as this, ſo pious and reaſona- 
Abuſe in the Exercife thereof, ſhould. ſtill:be. im- 


puted to us, as a Relique of Popiſh Superſtition, 


which ſo manifeſtly appears to have been the con- 


ſtant Uſage of the Primitive Church, long before , 


5 CCC 


And if thoſe who take Exception at our Cele. 
bration of ſuch Feſtivals, as if God was thereby 
rob'd of his Honor, would but conſult the public 
Offices of our Church. on theſe Occaſions, (and 
_ particularly the Collect for this Day) they might 


| ſoon be convinc'd, that however the Day is call'd 
by the Name of the reſpective Saint; the whole 


Worſhip is paid to God alone. We' endeavor, to 
approach him by no other Mediator, but his be- 
loved Son, and urge no Merits, but only his. 
JJC 886 We 


2 r 
err 


gt 
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We return thanks indeed for the Examples of glo- 
rified Saints, but put up no Prayers either for, or 


[1 


to 'em n 


w# 4% - 


But as to the Dead in general, whoever has 
been uſeful and ſerviceable in his Generation, who—-— 


ever has done or ſuffer'd any thing for the Name 
of Chriſt, whoever has abounded in good Works 
and the Labor that proceedeth of Love, whoever 


has either done us Good, or ſet us a good Exam- 


ple, has a Right to be mention'd by us after his 


| Deceaſe in Terms of Reſpect, Eſteem and Value. 


*Tis our Duty to praiſe the Vertues of thoſe, who 


have been thus ſignally beneficial to Mankind, and 
while we praiſe, to imitate em too. 


* 
7 - 


And this is the beſt Return we can make to our 


Royal Founder, nor can we more acceptably thank 
him for his Charity, than by following the Ex- 
ample of his Piety. And as our Obligation to ſuch 
a Behavior, as may in ſome Meaſure make us re- 

ſemble ſo fair a Pattern, is peculiarly great; ſo 
would our Neglect be inexcuſable. For if ſuch 
unwearied Devotion, ſuch unblemiſh'd Chaſtity, 
ſuch ſtrict Sobriety, ſuch a modeſt, meek and hum- 
ble Frame of Mind, ſo regular a Conduct of Life, 
and ſuch a remarkable Concurrence of every Grace 
and Vertue, was conſiſtent with the Royal Dig- 
nmity; what could be ſaid in Excuſe for us, if we 
ſhould not excel in the ſame Vertues, but eſpeci- 


ally, if any of thoſe Vices ſhould find Admittance 


in his College, which he baniſh'd from his Court? 


We 


between Anceſtry and Poſterity. 25 

Me have certainly in this State of Life, much 
133 Opportunites of being good, and fewer 
Temptations to be ill, than can ordinarily be ex- 
pected amidſt the gay Objects and flattering Al- 
lurements that ſurround a Throne. 


NMNay the Vertue of our good King was fo much 
the more conſpicuous, in that, according to the 
Principles of the Church he was a Member of, (the 
beſt which was then viſible, tho' a very bad one, 
and over run with Errors and Corruptions) under 
the Protection of Wealth, he might have ſinn' d 
to his Heart's Content; and that very Bounty he 
has beſtow'd on us, would have purchasd for 
him ſuch a plentiful Store of Ab/olutions, Pardons 
and Indulgences, as might have quieted his Con- 
_ ference, and made him ſecure of his Salvation, in 
Whatever Vices he had indulg'd himſelf. 


But he had the Grace (in a good ſenſe) to ſhame 
his Profeſſion by his Practice: and whatever his 
Religion was, his Life was certainly reform d. And 

I wiſh to God that all who are now admitted into 

a purer Church, were no impurer Members. 


Hhleſſed be that Divine Providence, which gave 

this excellent Prince both the Power and the Will 

do be the Author of ſo great and good an Under- 
taking, and inſpir'd him with ſo ſincere a Zeal 
for promoting Chriſtian Knowledge, and true 


And bleſſed be the ſame good Providence, which 
in different Ages has . up ſo ma- 
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ny other Founders of Societies, which compoſe 5 


this learned and venerable Body, and other Bene 
factors both to us and them. May they for ever 
remain proſperous, flouriſhing and ſucceſsful. 
May they continue to abound in Religion and 
Learning, Induſtry and Morality, Duty and Loy- 
alty, good Order and Diſcipline, and every thing 
that is commendable; to the Encouragement of 
dur Benefactors and Joy of our Friends, to the 
Benefit of the Nation, the Diſappointment of 
thoſe who wiſh us Ill, or would rejoyce at our 
 Miſcarriages, the Security of our preſent Advan- 
tages, and the Enlargement of them by farther 
Acceſſions, but above all, to the furtherance of 
the Goſpel and the Glory of Almighty God. 
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